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Construction  costs  are  moving  upward  at  an  annual  rate  of 
5%.  This  information,  from  Engineering  News-Record, 
comes  at  a  time  when  cost  indexes  have  reached  a  new 
all-time  high.  The  primary  im.petus  for  increased  costs 
comes  largely  from,  the  labor  sector. 

Heavy  construction  costs  have  climbed  67%  since 
i949,  while  material  prices  have  moved  up  53%  (nearly 
3%  during  the  first  six  months  of  1959).  During  the 
last  decade  com,mon  labor  has  boosted  its  income  by  76% 
with  the  hourly  pay  scale  going  from  $1.44  in  1949  to 
$2.54  on  the  average  today.  Skilled  construction  work 
('rs  gained  a  61%  advance  with  the  hourly  scale  moving 
from  $2.39  to  $3.85.  Prospects  for  a  leveling  off  of 
the  trend,  according  to  ENR  editors,  are  dim. 


A  Federal  Power  Comm.ission  examiner  has  ruled  that  the 
Montana  Power  Co.  will  have  to  pay  an  additional  $50,- 
000  a  year  to  Indians  on  the  Flathead  Reservation  as  a 
result  of  installing  a  third  generating  unit  at  the 
comipany’s  Kerr  hydroelectric  project.  The  payment  is 
retroactive  to  December  1954  when  the  third  unit  was 
placed  in  operation  and  will  bring  the  company's  pay¬ 
ments  to  the  tribe  to  $225,000  annually.  Montana 
Power's  management  contended  that  the  Installation  of 
the  third  unit  did  not  require  any  additional  Indian 
land  but  protests  wore  unavailing. 


Prospects  for  a  government  decision  that  would  protect 
m.anufacturers  of  heavy  electrical  equipm,ent  from  the 
inroads  of  foreign  com, petition  appear  to  be  dwindling 
OCDM  has  been  deliberating  on  the  question  for  weeks. 
The  indecision  coupled  with  the  fact  that  TVA  has 
attacked  the  identical  bids  recently  received  for  cer 
tain  equipm.ent  and  the  entry  of  Canadian  bidding  for 
hydraulic  turbines  on  recent  government  bids  makes 
Washington  observers  doubtful  that  any  relief  will  be 
forthcoming. 


Strike  threat 


The  Clark  County  (Wash.)  PUD  m.ay  bo  hit  by  a  strike  of 
electrical  workers  as  union  mem.bers  recently  voted  to 
reject  a  4%  increase  wage  offer.  They  have  asked  for 
a  5%  general  wage  increase,  Fridays  off  if  a  holiday 
observed  under  the  agreem.ent  falls  on  Saturday  plus  a 
retirement  plan.  Their  present  agreement  will  bo  torml 
nated  with  the  PUD  if  no  satisfactory  settlement  is 
m.ade  within  60  days. 


California's  State  Board  of  Equalization  has  placed  the 
assessed  valuation  of  the  Pacific  Gas  and  Electric  Co 
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at  a  figure  of  $1.045,918,000 — topping  the  billion  mark 
for  the  first  time. 

California  utilities  have  been  protesting  that  their 
assessed  valuation  is  higher  than  that  placed  on  other 
business  operations.  Tho  boari’s  ruling  confirms  the 
fact  that  the  PC  and  E  is  being  assessed  at  roughly  half 
its  book  value,  while  other  California  nonutility  com¬ 
panies  average  about  25%  of  their  value.  The  state 
legislature  is  considering  remedial  legislation  but 
action  at  this  session  is  considered  doubtful. 


Conversely,  the  Colorado  Tax  Com.ralssion  has  voted  to  value 
public  utilities  for  tax  purposes  at  37.5%  of  their 
actual  v;orth  rather  than  the  40%  yardstick  used  in  1958. 
Com.mission  spokesmen  said  the  action  was  taken  to  bring 
the  taxing  of  the  utilities  more  In  line  with  other 
businesses . 

The  decision  cuts  about  $24  million  from,  the  utility 
tax  base,  which  was  $383  m.illion  in  1958.  However, 
major  expansions  by  the  utilities  will  more  than  make 
up  the  difference. 


Tax  lowered 


The  Montana  Power  Co.  has  been  granted  a  30-year  lease  on 
about  3,300  acres  of  Northern  Pacific  Railway  coal  lands 
near  Colstrip,  100  miles  east  of  Billings,  Mont.  Re¬ 
serves  of  from.  50  to  60  million  tons  of  subbi tumlnous 
coal  lie  near  the  surface  where  they  can  be  recovered 
by  strip  mining  operations. 

Montana  Power  conto.mplates  its  future  power  supply 
will  come  prlm.arlly  from,  steam-electric  generating 
plants  and  the  acquisition  of  this  low-cost  source  of 
fuel  will  keep  Montana  com.petltivo  with  other  parts  of 
the  nation,  according  to  .1.  E.  Coretto,  the  co.mpany’s 
president. 

Of  Interest  Is  tho  history  of  Colstrip  which  rose  to 
prom.lnence  as  a  coal  producer  during  the  period  from 
1924  until  after  World  War  11.  Practically  all  of  tho 
production  was  used  in  firing  Northern  Pacific  locom,o- 
tives.  With  tho  advent  of  diosollzation  Colstrip  bc- 
cam.e  practically  a  ghr^st  town,  which  now  will  be  revi¬ 
talized.  Tho  Montana  Power  Co.  lease  includes  tho  town 
Itself  plus  stri  p-m.lning  equipment. 


investor-owned  utilities  gained  and  lost  in  recent  m.unlci- 
pal  decisions.  The  voters  of  Brush.  Colo.,  approved  a 
new  20-year  gas  and  electric  fran.;hlse  for  the  Public 
Service  Co,  of  Coloi’ado  by  a  vote  of  782  to  549.  In 
the  same  election  they  defeated  a  plan  fi.r  miunicipal 
ownership  of  tho  city’s  electrical  system.  .  .  City 
Council  of  Milton-Frocnvater.  Ore.,  approved  a  plan  to 
purchase  the  Pacific  Power  &  Light  Co.’s  electric  dis¬ 
tribution  system  within  the  city  for  $205,000.  Since 
the  once  separate  com.munitles  of  Milton  and  Freewater 
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wore  consol  i dalGd  In  1950,  a  power  line  'lupllcatlon 
I  roblom  has  ex’.sto'i. 

The  ir'ce  Is  the  equivalent,  ol*  four  and  one-fourth 
t,  ;.T.(;s  l,h('  a.'inual  f^rru-.s  rovenuo  obtained  from  the  PP&L 
facilitlfis  less  a  credit  for  transformers  and  other 
equipment  t.hat  will  be  turned  back  to  the  company. 


The  Washington  Public  Power  Supply  System,  com.prising  m.ost 
of  the  state’s  PUDs ,  has  applied  to  the  Federal  Power 
Commission  for  a  license  to  build  a  $5,510,000  hydro¬ 
electric  plant  on  Lake  Creek  and  Packwood  Lake  on  the 
western  slope  of  Mount  Rainier.  The  project  would  have 
a  generating  capacity  of  20,000  kw  and  construction  is 
scheduled  to  begin  in  1960. 


The  Arizona  Supreme  Court  In  a  unanlm.ous  decision  affirmed 
the  action  of  the  Arizona  Corporation  Com.mission  In 
1959  placing  the  Trico  Electric  Cooperative  Inc.  under 
its  jurisdiction  and  regulatory  control.  In  essence 
the  decision  says  an  electric  cooperative,  under  Ariz¬ 
ona  law  and  constitution,  is  a  public  service  corpora¬ 
tion  and  as  such  is  subject  to  regulation  by  ACC. 


Seattle  City  Light’s  annual  report  won  first  prize  in  the 
contest  held  by  the  Am.erlcan  Public  Power  Assn,  for  its 
class  A  division  of  utilities  with  annual  revenues  of 
moi’e  than  $5  million. 


Seven  Western  electr’lc  utilities  were  Included  in  the  list 
of  ’’excellently  n.anaged”  U.  S.  corporations  announced 
annually  by  the  Arizona  Institute  of  Managem.ent.  Hon¬ 
ored  wore  Arizona  Public  Service,  Hawaiian  Electric  Co. 
Ltd..  Idaho  Power  Co.,  Montana  Power  Co.,  Pacific  Gas 
and  Electric  Co.,  Pacific  Power  &  Light  Co.,  and  South¬ 
ern  California  Eli  son  Co. 


Arizona  Public  Scjrvico  Co.  will  install  2,600  arterial  and 
residential  street  lights  in  the  newly  annexed  57.4 
s(iuare  miles  of  territory  acquired  by  Phoenix  last 
ii.onth.  Arizona  Public  S(U'vlce.  under  a  20-year  contract 
it  has  with  the  city,  will  pay  the  cost  of  Installation 
and  the  city  the  cost  of  maintenance  and  power — esti¬ 
mated  at  .$112,105  annually.  Five  hundred  of  the  new 
units  are  slater!  to  illuminate  20  miles  of  arterial 
streets,  the  balance  being  installed  at  Intersections 
and  at  mi  iblock  in  I’esidential  sections. 


Oregon  and  Washington  resirlents  will  enjoy  two  new  recrea¬ 
tional  areas  with  the  com.pl Im.ents  of  Pacific  Power  & 
Light  Co.  Contracts  have  been  awarded  for  the  expan¬ 
sion  of  rcicreati onal  areas  on  Its  Lewis  River  reser¬ 
voirs,  including  such  facilities  as  a  bath  house,  elec¬ 
tric  cooking  tofs  anri  a  boat-launching  ramp. 


The  Wells  Rural  Electric  Co.,  Wells,  Nev.,  a  new  REA  bor- 
I’ower,  has  been  given  a  .$1,654,000  loan  to  finance  ex¬ 
tension  of  electric  service  into  six  unserved  areas  of 
Elko  County.  The  cooperative  proposes  to  acquire  the 
Wells  Power  Co.,  which  operates  65  m.iles  of  distribution 
line,  six  diesel  generating  units  and  one  hydroelectric 
installation,  and  it  is  negotiating  with  Idaho  Power  Co. 
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for  additional  enei’i^y.  Cattle  and  sheep  ranches  account 
for  the  bulk  of  the  new  customer  outlets.  Robert  R. 
Wright  is  president  of  the  new  company.  .  .  The  Mohave 
Electric  Cooperative  of  Kingmian,  Ariz.,  has  been  given 
a  $204,000  loan  to  finance  the  construction  of  44  miles 
of  distribution  line  and  general  system  improvem.ents 
.  .  .  The  Union  Rural  Electric  Assn,  of  Brighton,  Colo., 
has  obtained  a  $301,000  loan  to  finance  construction  of 
new  headquarters  facilities  outside  the  city  limits  of 
Brighton , 


* 


If 


Bid  Depository  representatives  formed  an  oi’gan  Izati  on  to  ex¬ 
change  information  on  methods  of  operation  and  in  support 
of  ethical  practices  in  the  contracting  industry  at  a 
meeting  called  May  15  in  Los  Angeles  at  the  home  of  the 
electrical  industry  depository  there.  It  is  known  as  the 
California  Conference  of  Electrical  Bid  Depositoi y_  Rep¬ 
ress  enta^j.ve  s .  Thom.as  J.  Ryan,  administrator.  Electrical 
Industry  Bid  Depository  of  the  Bay  Counties,  was  elected 
chairman;  A1  Slater,  m.anager  of  the  Los  Angeles  deposi¬ 
tory,  vice-chairm.an:  and  George  Harter,  m.anager.  Santa 
Clara-San  Benito  Electrical  Bid  DenosM.ory.  sec.'retary. 
Attendance  included  Arthur  E.  Rowe,  custodian.  Pen¬ 
insula  Electrical  Bid  Depository;  Don  Boyer,  business 
representative.  Los  Angeles  depository;  W.  A.  Ferguson. 
Orange  County  representative;  D.  L.  Jackson,  oxecutivc? 
secretary.  Los  Angeles  depository;  Joseph  T.  Krivanek, 
custodian,  Sacramiento  Valley  depository. 


Council  decision  595  coincidentally  told  IBEW  Local  595  tf; 
accept  the  San  Francisco  Bay  area  scale  on  wages  but  0!i 
a  two-  instead  of  three-year  agrenm.cnt.  This  brings  the; 
Oakland  scale  up  15. on  July  1  (in'^teal  of  June  1  asked 
for)  and  16d  more  next  July  1.  No  action  was  takcni  on 
travel  or  other  issues.  .  .  Contra  Costa  County’s 

Local  302  and  NECA  settled  its  travel  issues  without  go¬ 
ing  to  the  Council  on  Industrial  Relations.  .  .  The 

Seattle  issue  over  whether  a  hiring  hall  was  leg;al  was 
decided  by  the  Council  that  it  was  legal  and  to  go  ahead 
and  set  one  up.  Seattle  has  not  had  a  union  hiring  hall 
for  som.e  years. 


All  of  Portland’s  electrical  contractors  and  electricians 
have  been  working  day  and  night  to  c’ot  the  bi  Ortigon 
Centennial  Exposition  and  Internatimal  Trade  Fair  oper. 
on  time  June  10.  There  were  38  contractors,  and  over  200 
Journeymen  on  various  parts  of  the  big  fair.  The  entire 
wiring  of  the  live  stock  show  building  in  which  m.ost  of 
the  exhibits  are  housed  had  boon  '’or.  U>n.n(:  i  and  had  tfj  bo 
replaced.  It  was  haywire,  and  that  ain’t  hay. 


Oregon  com.pletely  rewrote  its  electrlc.al  inspo.-tion  a:.i  li¬ 
censing  law  and  its  legislature  passed  the  nev/  law  .vith- 
out  a  dissenting  vote.  Since  the  previous  law.  often 
am.ended,  was  declared  unconstitutional  i the  wav  it 
adopted  the  National  Electrical  Code  the  .new  law  was 
written  to  make  adoption  of  specific  (ixisting  editions 
of  the  code  or  of  Underwriters’  listi.-.  ,s  legal.  Co;;..’r. i  1 
tees  of  the  industry  and  the  state’s  attorneys  .v(;rked 
long  on  perfecting  the  new  version.  Sin-e  February  1958 
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state  Inspectors  have  been  carrying  on  without  protest 
inspecting  under  the  old  code  because  the  public  has 
been  sold  on  it.  ^he  1056  edition  of  the  Code  was 
adopted  in  the  new  bill.  Another  minor  change  was  to 
cover  licensing  of  apprentices  without  fee  thus  putting 
contractors,  electricians  of  all  types  and  maintenance 
m.en  under  examination  and  license. 


"'ash :  ngton  too  at  last  has  passed  a  revision  of  its  state 
electrical  law  to  permit  it  to  charge  permit  fees  as  well 
as  license  foes  in  order  to  help  finance  more  adequate 
inspection.  P.  V.’.  Bell,  former  deputy  inspector,  now  is 
chief  inspector.  Ralph  Peoples  is  new  state  safety  di¬ 
rector  in  the  Department  of  Labor. 


i.i^h^Upig  level  control  may  finally  come  into  its  own  to  give 
customers  the  opportunity  to  provide  whatever  levels  they 
prefer.  /m.ong  many  manufacturers  bringing  out  light  con¬ 
trol  for  do'-ostic  and  commercial  use.  Superior  Electric 
Co.  announces  addition  to  its  Luxtrol  for  mounting  in 
standard  4-in.  walls.  The  r...n -o  of  cap/acitv  nov;  avail¬ 
able,  for.  orly  only  .'500  w,  I’uns  from  450  w  to  1.800  w  for 
both  incandescent  and  I'luorescent  installations.  A  hand¬ 
some  brochure  in  color  gives  full  details  as  well  as  ex¬ 
citing  the  imagination  as  to  possible  Uoilization  of  the 
devices. 


Among  the  hundreds  of  bills  !p._t^’od^ed  at  the  California 
Legislature,  m.any  affectinn'  electrical  contractors,  two 
were  passed  and  signed  by  the  governor  in  mid-May.  First 
is  the  Permit  Bill  AB-712  requiring  that  applicants  for 
a  building  nerm.it  m.ust  sub  nit  evidence  that  they  are 
licensed  contractors  or  are  o'cempt  fro.m  the  provisions  of 
the  Contractfa’s  Li  cor  re  Law.  The  second,  AB-600,  clari¬ 
fies  and  ar.ends  the  present  law  relating  to  who  is  and 
vho  is  not  a  responsible  seragin  ;  cmplo.yee  or  a  respons¬ 
ible  managin'-;  officer  ol’  a  o'ontracting  firmi. 

Amon;’;  the  late  ones  that  omierged  from  the  woodwork  was 
AB-2005,  v'h  Vh  would  have  required  contractors  to  have 
separate  1  i  •ms  '.vith  the  state  fire  marshall  in  order 
to  install  I’ire  alarms  and  srrinkler  system.s.  This  one 
was  being  vigorously  or. posed. 


The  Council _ on  Industrial  Relations  in  the  electrical  con¬ 

tracting  industry  had  a  busy  week  in  Washington  hearing 
.'52  disp.ute  cases.  Am.ong  them  were  cases  from.  Seattle . 
Brem^i'tnn.  Fipesno.  Oakland^  Denver  .and  Pueblo .  Decisions 
on  these?  cases  had  not  yet  bo'm  made  known. 


"Selling  foi'  Profits."  a  speiually  designed  sales  training 
course  on  residential  electrical  m.oderni.nation,  has  just 
been  announced  by  National  Elo’trical  Contractors  Assn. 
The  course  is  in  10  study  units.  Information  about  it 
is  available  from  the  various  chapters. 


f.raiunfo,  was^held  for  27  contractors .  architects,  inter- 
ioi'  designers,  vholes^le  and  retail  salesmen  who  com.- 
plciled  Soutl'crr.  C  liiornia  Elison  Co.'s  Acadcm.y  of  Light- 
i ng  Art^s  trainin'-  r  ’hool.  a  lO-week  course.  The  course 
was  conducted  by  L  uce  Corwin  of  Edison  on  Tuesday 
nights  during-  the  iO-week  period  endin-j;  in  April.  It 

was  held  in  the  Covina  area. 
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Colorado’s  legislature  passed  a  bill  which  Gov.  Steve  Mc- 
Nichols  signed  May  20  establishing  a  state  electrical 
board  and  state  electric  co-inspection.  State  inspec¬ 
tion,  however,  was  in  some  doubt  because  of  a  last-minute 
am.endraent  deleting  the  definition  of  what  was  meant  by 
state  inspection,  although  leaving  reference  to  it  in 
the  title.  The  law  exempts  from  state  inspection  cities 
and  towns  where  inspection  is  conducted  by  municipal 
authorities.  It  also  perm-its  persons  to  do  wiring  on 
their  own  property  where  they  live.  The  state  board  is 
m.ade  up  of  five  mem.bers  appointed  by  the  governor  to  in¬ 
clude  a  master  journeym.an,  a  contractor  and  a  public  rep¬ 
resentative.  It  empowers  the  board  to  adopt  rules  and 
regulations,  conduct  license  exam,  i  nations ,  license  and 
renew  them  for  master  journeym.en  and  journeymen  elec¬ 
tricians.  A  master  journeyman  operates  his  own  business 
while  tho  journeym.an  works  for  others.  Utility  elec¬ 
tricians  are  exempt. 


An  automatic  yard  light  campaign  is  being  carried  on  In 
Washington  Water  Pov.-er  Co.  area  by  contractors  and  (com¬ 
pany.  Offered  is  a  "sunswi tch-controlled  yard  light" 
for  $2.50  per  month,  featuring  likewise  a  waterproof 
convenience  outlet  at  tho  base  for  pov;er  mower,  barbecue. 
Christmas  lighting,  portable  TV,  etc.  110.000  doorknob 
hangers  are  to  be  placed  by  Washington  Water  Power  cus¬ 
tomer  contact  m.en  on  customers’  doors,  billboards  and 
displays  at  tho  Spokane  Hom.o  Show,  m.anned  by  participat¬ 
ing  contractors,  are  aiding  the  prom.otion. 


>!e  ^  9fe  }|c 


Appliances  from  Europe  are  not  likely  to  enter  and  be  much 
of  a  factor  In  the  American  m.arket.  Walter  Suva,  presi- 
ient  of  tho  Associated  Pot  di  Kettle  Clubs  of  America, 
from  Frederick  &  Nelson  department  store,  Seattle,  told  a 
press  conference.  He  had  just  returned  from  a  buying 
trip  in  Europe  and  said  he  saw  nothing  there  to  compare 
to  Ameri can-m.ade  table  appliances.  Such  imports  also 
face  the  problem,  of  Underwriters’  listing. 


Don’t  Be  a  Dishwashoi’ — Buy  One  is  the  catchy  slogan  for 

Northern  California  Electrical  Bureau’s  current  campaign. 
A  free  hom.e  trial  is  offered,  with  $5  awarded  tho  dealer 
for  each  sale  of  a  p..articipating  brand  to  compensate  him. 
for  possible  losses.  Since  experience  shows  that  very 
few  trials  come  back,  the  bonus  rapidly  grows  into  a 
good  nest  egg.  tho  bureau  says. 


Eight  bronze  Medallion  homes  were  visited  by  S2,000  people 
during  the  first  two  days  of  Pocatello’s  10-day  Homo-A- 
Ram.a,  Idaho  Power  Co.  reports.  In  Boise  Radio  KYME 
broadcasted  from,  its  Medallion  house  during  the  m.onth  of 
May.  It  was  host  to  thousands  of  visitors,  who  carr.e  to 
learn  how  they  could  own  such  a  hom.e. 


Washingtoti  Water  Power’s  suir.mer  prom.otion  aimis  at  (i)  ro- 
placem.ent  of  out-of-date  equip.m.ent  with  automatic  ranges 
and  two-zone  refrigerators  and  (2)  tho  additi(m  of  a  hfjrr;(,‘ 
food  freezer.  "It’s  Old-Fashioned  to  Be  Content  With 
Yesterday’s  Kitchen  Appliances"  is  the  them.o. 


Inspection 
really  in  it? 


Own  light 
appeals 


"  ^  Market 
f.  Development 


32.000  see 
Medallions 
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Manufacturers — 


Distributors 


Don  Prldeaux,  General  Electric  Lamp  Division,  Los  Angeles, 
was  awarded  a  movie  Oscar  for  his  contribution  in  rede¬ 
signing  a  10-kw  moving  picture  studio  lamp.  The  lamp 
uses  a  woven  collector  grid  to  reduce  blackening  and  in¬ 
crease  light  output  by  16%.  Presentation  was  made  on 
televi sion. 


Daniel  H.  Miller,  general  manager.  Square  D  Co.’s  Western 
Division,  Los  Angelos,  has  been  elected  a  vice-president 
of  the  firm.  He  has  been  with  the  company  24  years. 
Joining  It  after  graduation  from  California  Institute  of 
Technology  and  has  served  it  in  the  Los  Angeles  area, 
Portland  and  San  Francisco.  In  1952  he  was  Northwest 
region  manager  in  Seattle. 


Electrical  Specialty  Co.  has  m.oved  its  Seattle  operations 
into  a  new  and  larger  building  at  2442  First  Ave.  S. , 
zone  4. 


Headquarters 

Moved 


I-T-E  Circuit  Breaker  Co.  has  transferred  its  Western  re¬ 
gional  headquarters  from  Denver  to  San  Francisco.  A  new 
office  at  116  New  Montgomery  St.,  San  Francisco,  will 
serve  company  operations  in  11  Western  states,  according 
to  Robert  G.  Petersen,  Western  regional  m.anager. 

A  new  district  headquarters  for  I-T-E  was  established 
in  the  Bay  area  with  the  opening  in  May  of  a  $.300,000 
comibination  office  and  warehouse  building  in  Utah  Con¬ 
struction  Co.'s  South  San  Francisco  Industrial  Park. 
Thomas  F.  Maloy  is  mianager  of  the  district  facility, 
which  serves  northern  California  and  western  Nevada. 


Looking  toward  the  future.  Westinghouse  Electric  Corp.  has 
purchased  land  and  buildings  adjoining  its  Sunnyvale 
manufacturing  division  from.  Wooldridge  Mfg.  Co.  Accord¬ 
ing  to  James  S.  Hagen,  division  manager,  no  imm.ediate 
expansion  is  planned.  Consolidation  of  the  properties 
gives  one  integral  area  to  provide  for  long-range  needs 
in  manufacturing  electrical,  steam,  and  mechanical  appa¬ 
ratus,  he  said. 


^  ^  ^ 


Navopache  Electi’ic  Co-op,  Lakeside,  Ariz.,  has  received  a 
.$548,000  loan  for  construction  of  106  miles  of  distri¬ 
bution  line. 


The  first  00,000-kw  unit  of  Arizona's  newest  electric  gen¬ 
erating  station  is  now  in  operation.  The  Yucca  power 
plant  (often  called  the  Yuma  axis  plant)  located 
four  miles  west  of  Yuma,  is  being  operated  by  Arizona 
Public  Service  Co.  The  first  unit  is  owned  by  Cali¬ 
fornia  Electric  Power  Co.  with  the  second  unit  to  be 
owned  by  Arizona  PS.  scheduled  for  completion  in  1962. 
The  Joint  ownership  plant  was  built  to  effect  savings  in 
construction  costs  and  to  achieve  a  greater  efficiency 
of  operation  with  a  larger  plant.  The  Imperial  Irri¬ 
gation  District  participates  in  the  power  pool  from  the 
Yucca  plant.  The  district  connects  with  the  pool  at  its 
Pilot  Knob  hydroelectric  station  on  the  California  sid(^ 
of  the  Colorado  River  opposite  the  plant  site. 


8  Industry  News  Letter 


Electrical  West— Vol.  122,  No.  6A 


Lowest  stream  flow  for  the  Salt  and  Verde  Rivers  in  Arizona 
since  1900  and  the  second  lowest  on  record  Is  predicted 
this  year  by  U.  S.  weather  forecaster  Louis  R.  Jurwitz. 

The  resulting  shortage  will  probably  curtail  hydro¬ 
electric  generation  at  the  Salt  River  Power  pro.iect 
plants  on  the  Salt  River, 


Final  contracts  have  been  awarded  for  the  completion  of 
Wyoming's  Fremont  Canyon  power  plant.  The  contract 
covers  installation  of  turbines,  governors  and  other 
generating  equipment.  The  plant  will  be  in  operation  in 
the  summer  of  1960  producing  48,000  kw. 


^.5  million  contract  has  been  awarded  for  construction 
of  a  penstock,  power  house  and  dam  for  the  Cooper  Lake 
hydro  project  in  Alaska.  The  bulk  of  the  work  on  the 
generation  facilities  will  be  done  this  sum.mei-,  comple¬ 
tion  date  Is  October  1960. 


The  firm  of  Hume  &  Rumble  has  been  awarded  a  $1.5  million 
contract  for  construction  of  300  steel  transmission 
t  'wers  to  link  Bridge  River  and  Cheekeye.  The  360-kv 
li  e  will  bring  power  from  the  Bridge  River  area  to  the 
lowt.  r  m.alnland.  Another  360-kv  line  runs  from  the 
Bridge  River  Valley  to  the  lower  mainland  by  another 
route,  entering  the  Fraser  Valley  near  Rosedale. 


Grant  County  PUD  officials  recently  revealed  that  Wanapum 
Dam  will  have  fish  ladders  after  all.  The  original  plan 
was  to  trap  salmon  as  they  em.ergod  from  the  ladders  at 
Priest  Rapids  Bam,  barge  them  upstream,  and  lift  them  over 
the  second  dam.  Federal  and  state  fish  agencies  have 
voiced  som.e  objections  so  rather  than  delay  start  on  the 
dam,  it  was  decided  to  go  to  ladders. 

The  Wanapum  ladders  will  be  considerably  less  costly 
than  the  $10  million  spent  at  the  Priest  Rapids  Instal¬ 
lation  18  m:i  les  fiown  strea.m.. 


From  The  Desk  of  J.  E.  Wilson.  President 
Rocky  Mountain  Electrical  League 

Attendance  at  the  RMEL  Spring  Conference  was  up  29%  over’ 
1958.  Attendance  this  year  was  430  as  compared  to  325 
last  year.  We  had  a  wealth  of  good  speakers  and  their 
tim.ely  subjects  assured  good  attendance  at  all  sessions, 
In  the  Engineering  Section,  the  subject  of  underground 
fil  stribution  in  resiriential  areas  was  well  received  and 
led  to  many  questions  and  m.uch  discussion. 


The  Denver  metropolitan  area  Is  enjoying  an  unusual  a.m.ount 
of  new  home  building  this  year.  Reports  in  our  two  m.a- 
jor  newspapers  indicate  the  num.ber  of  nev/  homes  being 
built  is  63%  ahead  of  1958  as  compared  to  41%  nationally. 


Cheyenne,  Wyo. ,  is  facing  a  serious  housing  shortage.  Con¬ 
struction  work  on  the  Atlas  Missile  is  expected  to  at¬ 
tract  m.ore  than  1  ,000  families  before  the  rmd  of  thr? 
year. 


Contracts  let 


Association 


Affairs 


June  15,  1959-Electrical  West 


Inrlustry  News  Letter  9 


Hgj’o’k  tho  final 
call  for  .vour  entry 
in  tho  1959  Kwh 
Hodoo.  Tho  winner 
will  got  $500  worth 
of  ntock  in  Sierra 
Pacific  Power  Co., 
the  Western  utility 
choHon  by  drawing 
at,  PCEA  convention. 
Here’s  how  you  try 
for  it — estimate 
th(>  total  kwh  out- 
lut  for  the  11 
Western  states  in 
1959,  gi V i ng  rea¬ 
sons.  Send  entry 
(’ard  now;  June  ,30 
is  last  date. 

( 122,819,572,000 
was  FPC  fif’;ure  for 
1958) 


It  is  a  pleasure  to  welcome  to  RMEL  the  following  new  com.- 
pany  m.embers — Industrial  Service  &  Engineering  Co.,  Wil¬ 
liam  Gearhart,  Denver;  Be^chtel  Corp.  ,  J.  H.  Olson,  San 
Francisco;  Kaiser  Fngineers,  Division  of  Henry  J.  Kaiser 
Co.,  Warren  M.  Sybert,  Oakland,  Calif. 

HMEL’s  "Modern  Laundry"  sales  prom.otlon  campaign  closed 
with  a  bang  April  .50  with  4.173  units  sold.  Sales  in¬ 
cluded  wringer  types,  pairs  and  com.binations  amounting 
to  nearly  $900  million  in  value.  Some  350  salesm.en  en- 
tei’od  the  contest  and  participated  in  a  party  on  May 
22  to  celebrate  the  cam.paign’s  successful  conclusion. 

Or.  April  29  ground-breaking  ceremonies  were  held  in  Rapid 
City,  S.  D. ,  to  mark  the  start  of  construction  on  the 
Ben  French  steam.-electr ic  plant  of  the  Black  Hills  Power 
&  Light  Co.  Tho  now  plant  scheduled  for  completion  in 
late  1960  is  a  semioutdoor  type,  22,000  kw,  coal  fired. 
Engineering  and  construction  is  by  Stearns-Rogers  Co.  of 
Denver. 

Tho  Ross  Adams  golf  tournam.ent  will  be  held  June  15  at 

Lakewood  Country  Club.  The  tournament  is  held  annually 
in  memory  of  Ross  Adams  of  Hendrie  &  Boltoff  Co.,  who 
was  a  faithful  memrbor  of  RMEL  for  m.any  years. 

The  Modern  Kitchen-Dishwashers  sales  promotion  campaign 

started  May  1  and  continued  through  the  m,onth.  Distrib¬ 
utors.  in  cooperation  v/ith  Public  Service  Co.  of  Colo¬ 
rado,  are  giving  away  two  p^ortable  diffhwashers  each 
week.  Entry  blanks  are  filled  out  for  the  drawing  each 
week.  No  purchases  are  necessary  to  enter.  Interest 
was  not  too  great  through  the  first  10  days  but  in¬ 
creased  the  latter  part  of  the  m.onth. 


RMEL  Vice-president  Robert  T.  Person,  President  J.  E.  Wil¬ 
son  and  Manager  Ralph  Hubbard,  together  with  a  number  of 
league  members,  attended  the  dedication  corom.onies  on 
May  2  of  the  new  Reeves  stoam.-electr i  c  plant  of  Public 
Service  Co.  of  New  Mexico  in  Albuquerque.  Approximately 
200  people  witnessed  tho  dedication  ceremonies,  the 
ground  breaking  for  a  second  49.000-kw  unit  and  enjoyed 
a  wonderful  luncheon  of  charcoal-broiled  steak  and  all 
the  trimmings. 


To  ELECTRICAL  WEST'S  Kilowatt-hour  Contest  Editor 

68  Post  St.,  San  Francisco  4,  Calif. 

Here's  My  Forecast 

The  annual  kilowatt-hour  output  tor  the  1  1  Western  states  for  the 
year  1959  will  be  kwh. 

Here's  why  (in  25  words  or  less).  . 


Name  ■ 

Title  or  job  | 

Company  I 

Addrets  ! 

City  State  i 

(Mail  to  Electrical  West  before  June  30,  1959)  | 

_ I 
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PRICE 


y - 


LIFE 


COST 


m 


m 


..A  Case  of  Symbol  Arithmetic 


'Built  like  the  finest, 
toughest  automobile  tires" 


True  economy  cannot  be  measured  by  initial  price  alone. 
In  buying  cords  and  cables,  for  instance,  the  products  with 
lowest  prices  could  well  be  very  expensive  in  the  long  run. 

Your  proper  index  of  value  is  consistently  excellent  per¬ 
formance  over  a  long  period  of  time,  regardless  of  the  most 
severe  operating  conditions. 

On  this  basis,  your  logical  choice  is  SIMPLEX  TIREX.  Tirex 
neoprene-armored  cords  and  cables  are  made  by  the  original 
Simplex  "cured-in-lead”  process.  Tough,  flexible,  and  long- 
lived,  Tirex  gives  you  genuine  economy  by  giving  you  com¬ 
plete  dependability. 

Write  for  your  copy  of  the  Simplex  Tirex  cord  or  cable  cata¬ 
log,  which  contains  complete  information,  including  specifica¬ 
tions  and  application  data. 


^  tt*  I 


WIRE  &  CABLE  COMPANY 


79  Sidney  Street,  Cambridge  39,  Mass. 


Aluminum  and  Bronze  Power  Connectors  •  Clamps  •  Fittings  •  Accessories  for  Substation  •  Transmission  •  Distribution  •  Underground 


Snap  It  On . . .  Compress . . .  Job’s  Done ! 


It’s  literally  a  snap  to  install  Anderson’s  new  alu¬ 
minum  CPT  Compression  Connectors!  Stainless  steel 
clips,  exclusive  feature  with  the  cpt,  snap  onto  the 
main  and  hold  the  cpt  securely  in  place  during 
compression.  Easy — faster — safer  for  both  “hot” 
or  “cold”  installation.  Readily  adaptable  for  “l” 
or  stirrup  taps,  cpts  are  available  in  sizes  to  cover 
cable  ranges  from  #6  Solid  to  4  0  acsr.  All  are 
indent  marked  for  rapid  indentification,  come  pre¬ 
inhibited  and  individually  packaged  in  clear,  poly¬ 
ethylene  bags.  For  details  —  or  for  any  connector 
need — see  your  Andenson  representative  soon. 


IMDERSON  ELECTRIC 


Research  ,  Quality  j  Performance  j  in  Aluminum  and  Bronze  Products 


ANDERSON  P]LECTRIC  CORP.,  Birmingham  1,  Alabama 


WESTERN  SALES  MGR. 


Hubert  James,  Jr. 

519  California  St.,  San  Francisco,  Calif. 


WESTERN  REPRESENTATIVES 


Hamilton  Associates 

1236  Elati  St.,  Denver  4,  Colo. 

Industrial  Engin.  &.  Equip.  Corp. 
2975Wilshire  Blvd.,  Los  Angeles  5,  Calif. 
Muth-Richards  Co. 

1804  Bush  PI.,  Seattle  44, Wash. 

Andrew  L.  Polich,  Inc. 

734  N.  W.  Glisan  St.,  Portland  9,  Ore. 
Clarence  W.  Silver  Co. 

550  West  Seventh  South  St.,  Salt  Lake 
City  1 ,  Utah 
Wrathall  &  Krusi 

1044  Monadnock  Bldg.,  San  Francisco  5, 
Calif. 


